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THE VILLAGE CORE 
 
Enhancing the Village core areas is reflected in several of the visionary principles – 

protect and enhance the area’s historic village character.  The Village Core areas are 

identified on Schedules A1 and B1 to this Plan.  This is the place that best reflects the 

history, rural roots, small-town character and heritage architecture of these areas.  It is 

also a place that is an important transportation corridor.  Renewal and on-going 

redevelopment in the Village Core is dependent on the land use policies, the 

employment strategy and the design guidelines contained in this Plan.  

 

 Guideline: 

 

1. The guidelines and illustrations contained in this Appendix serve as a guide for 

future development in the Village Core.  Council may wish to develop a more 

detailed set of Design Guidelines for specific land use designations. 

 

 

L’ORIGNAL VILLAGE CORE 

 

The vision for the Core area is based on providing some degree of compatible 

‘mainstreet’ evolution.  This vision would see this area evolve into a revitalized and 

reinvested mainstreet recapturing the once prominent commercial, civic and cultural 

activities.  Suggested improvements include:  i) pedestrian crosswalks, ii) pedestrian 

bump-outs at intersections, iii) wide sidewalks, iv) unit pavers and street trees in the 

boulevard, v) outdoor sitting areas, vi) buildings close to the street, vii) tasteful 

pedestrian-scale signage and viii) lots of windows and doors facing the street. 

 

Source: Township of Champlain 

 

VANKLEEK HILL VILLAGE CORE 

 

The vision is to have the Core area transform into a place that is the identifiable centre of 

Vankleek Hill, as a destination.  Suggested improvements include:  i) elevation 

improvements to key public and commercial buildings, ii) landscape improvements, iii) 
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redevelopment of various properties, iv) outdoor plaza’s for public use at various 

corners, v) bump-outs and pedestrian crosswalks at key intersections. 

 

 

Source: Township of Champlain 

 

 

VILLAGE-WIDE BUILDING DESIGN 

 

The following guidelines generally apply to all buildings throughout the Village of 

L’Orignal and Vankleek Hill. 

 

 Guidelines: 

 

1. New buildings and additions should be of their own time and should harmonize 

with the existing heritage and rural character in the Villages.  They should: 

a. Use design elements inspired by buildings of heritage interest in the 

villages or by buildings and landscape features in other villages and 

towns in Eastern Ontario. 

b. Reflect the existing colours and materials in the villages such as clay 

brick, grey stone/blocks or wood siding or use high-quality, modern and 

colourful materials that complement the village character. 

 

 

 
Source: Township of Champlain 
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Buildings of Heritage Interest: 

 

2. Any application to alter an existing building, which is listed on the Heritage 

Reference List or Registry, should be reviewed with consideration given to the 

impact of the proposed alteration on the heritage character and setting of the 

building.  Alterations should retain and enhance the existing historical and 

architectural quality of the building and the site. 

 

3. Any application to construct a new building or addition adjacent to a property that 

contains a building on the Heritage Reference List or Registry should be 

reviewed with consideration given to its potential to enhance the heritage 

character of the building and the street along which it is located. 

 

 

Source: Township of Champlain 
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THE EASTERN ONTARIO WAY 

 

The following sections are extracted from the Eastern Ontario Visual Character website 

(www.eovc.ca) and serves to provide a larger picture of design considerations and 

character across Eastern Ontario.  Development should reflect or complement the 

building shapes, colours, materials, building details and landscape features highlighted 

in the following set of illustrations.  

 

 

RESIDENTIAL 

 

Houses in Eastern Ontario are generally one or two-storey detached dwellings, most 

ranging from 70 m2 (750 ft2) to 232 m2 (2,500 ft2), with some larger historic and 

contemporary mansions.  There are also duplexes, triplexes, semi-detached dwellings, 

townhouses, and small apartments spread throughout most communities. 

 

The following images, from the Eastern Ontario Visual Character website, depict some 

of the distinctive features that add to the visual character of houses in Eastern Ontario.  

These include door and window shapes and details, facia edging, porch details, building 

materials and colours. 

 

  

  
 

Source: www.eovc.ca 

 

 

VILLAGE CORE (MAINSTREETS) 

 

Village Cores or Mainstreets are the historic spines of towns and villages and one of the 

most outstanding features of Eastern Ontario.  In most cases, they are single, linear 

streets along which the community’s social and economic activities are centred.  This is 
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where most of the town halls, churches, retail stores and personal service businesses 

are or were located.  The continuous and compact buildings and the architectural styles 

that characterize these Core areas and mainstreets distinguish them from their 

surroundings.  Recent development in towns and villages has attempted to emulate 

mainstreets in an effort to avoid the generic patterns of post-war suburbs. 

 

Mainstreets, located in English villages, are characterized by purpose-built, two to three 

storey, red brick or stone commercial buildings.  In the French villages, they are 

characterized by wood frame commercial buildings and converted residential buildings 

with multiple additions. 

 

Source: www.eovc.ca 

 

Commercial and mixed use buildings within the Core areas (mainstreet) are usually one 

to four storeys with narrow or no space between them, forming streetwalls that define 

the edge of roads and sidewalks.  These areas have become the central shopping and 

cultural gathering places within each community.  Most communities are exploring ways 

to re-use the upper floors of these buildings as work and living spaces and to increase 

the number of residential units around them.  The following are elements of commercial 

and mixed use buildings with Core areas: 

 

 Older mainstreet buildings commonly have flat roofs with lots of decorative 

detailing and impressive windows, doorways and cornice lines, typically derived 

from classical architecture. 

 French-Canadian buildings are normally modest wooden or stone structures with 

distinctive rooflines and fewer decorative details.  They were built close to the 

street, originally as homes, but have since been added on to and converted to 

commercial. 

 The store fronts are finely designed and constructed with display windows and 

elegant signs.  

 In smaller towns and villages, many commercial buildings are converted houses 

(usually with porches).  

 Typical building materials include: white/grey limestone, yellow/brown granite 

stone and red or natural, earth-tone brick. 
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Source: www.eovc.ca 

 

CIVIC 

There are numerous examples of older high quality institutional buildings, such as town 

halls, post offices and schools that are found in almost all communities.  Features 

include elements such as: 

 Soaring towers some with clocks and/or steep roofs forming dramatic skylines; 

 Symmetrical design and extensive use of local stone work to reflect the 

historically proper sense of authority/permanency for large institutional buildings, 

and; 

 Lots of decorative details around doors, windows and cornice lines. 

 

   
Source: www.eovc.ca 

 

 


